From: Andrew Weston via 38 Degrees <38degreessupport@38degrees.org.uk> 

Sent: 05 May 2021 15:07

Subject: COUL LINKS GROUNDHOG DAY GOLF COURSE: Mike Keiser’s re-emergence fails to raise eyebrows

COUL LINKS ‘Groundhog Day Golf Course’

In the land of predictable surprises, usual suspect Mike Keiser’s re-emergence fails to raise eyebrows.

The suspicion was that the current planning screening request to Highland Council by Councillor James McGillivray (on behalf of the defunct Embo junior football club) to develop a golf course within Loch Fleet SSSI, Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar wetland, was a front for developers like Coul Links Ltd. A comparison of the golf design plans presented for the earlier full planning application from Coul Links Ltd (see Documents 03 Oct 2017 DRAWING EC106722 016 ES APPDX ES.1 - SITE MASTERPLAN) and the McGillivray screening request (see Documents 04 Sep 2020 DRAWING EC106722 063 REV A SITE LAYOUT PLAN - SPA BOUNDARY) reveals that they are identical, with no apparent breach of copyright or fee, so one doesn’t have to be a cynical genius to link the two.

The consortium, led by directors Mike Keiser and Todd Warnock, made a voluminous full planning application that was approved by Highland Councillors (bar 1.5), but their decision was overturned in February 2020 by The Scottish Government after a 4-week long Public Local Inquiry (PLI) a year earlier. Mr Keiser, the planet’s chief golf course developer after Donald Trump, but with a penchant for the blank canvas of pristine dunes, then appeared to relinquish any ambitions for golf developments in the UK and Europe because of ‘red tape’ (click hyperlink for Bunkered article about Keiser). However, Todd Warnock, Keiser's co-director at Coul Links Ltd, still has planning permission for a reservoir and a water abstraction licence next to Coul Links Ramsar wetland, and the company is still registered and shown as 'active' at Companies House.
Communities for Coul Ltd registered as a company in January 2021 and adopted publicising the councillor’s proposals. The C4C website and social media campaign are falsely claiming to represent majority opinion, overwhelming local support and environmental sensitivity. The screening request is presently at the stage of requiring an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  

Communities for Coul Ltd (C4C) recently announced 'Mike Keiser confirmed as Golf Course Developer for Coul Link[s]' on its website News page. Should the planning application be approved, Mike Keiser will build the golf course, as C4C also stated [in its press release] to The Northern Times:
“Over the last six months, the directors of C4C have spoken to a number of developers in their search for someone who is aligned with our key philosophy – to create prospects for our people while protecting the place we live. We are delighted to announce that Mike Keiser, the developer behind the initial Coul Links application, has been selected to build the golf course … In return the community will be given a seat on the board and an equity share in the golf course, creating a fund which will support local good causes." 

C4C Ltd has yet to approach its community and is certainly not a community enterprise company, although there is the promise of community benefits and a seat on the board for a community representative, in the manner typical of carrot-&-stick strategic ‘philanthropy’. How representative of 'the community' would this community representative be? Would it be Councillor McGillivray?

Billionaire golf resort developer Mike Keiser is the founder of the massive Bandon Dunes Golf Resort in Oregon where he does have a poor environmental track record. He rarely stops at just one golf course, with ancillary developments, but collects them like some might collect thimbles. A Coul Links Ltd Facebook temporary posting stated “The symbiotic relationship between the golf course and the environment put in place for this project is trailblazing and something that can be used as a template for future developments as well”. That kind of PR failed to convince the Inquiry Reporters and present Scottish Ministers. 
Another nearby new golf course is proposed at Nigg, on fine but unprotected dunes on a former golf course next to the Cromarty Firth, with some good wetland. The course layout (see Documents 06 Apr 2021 DRAWING J004630 001 MASTER PLAN) in the screening request is in the style of several existing Keiser courses. Several folk in the Not Coul opposition group therefore consider Mr Keiser is behind that too. He seems to be following his Oregon model of a golf resort, perhaps for the inner Moray Firth, with several courses.  
Thank you for supporting the two Coul Links petitions. It would send a clear message to Highland Council and The Scottish Government that the proposed development is unpopular in the local and UK communities if the support for both petitions continues to grow.
 Coul Links’ wildlife protection designations are UK, European and international, so all UK petition signatures are valid. Although there are two petitions, and the first was temporarily successful, both are still active and topical since the eponymous developers have now converged, by parallel evolution or design, and the planning proposals are currently the same. Please sign both petitions:
PLEASE SIGN &/or circulate Petition 2:
Save COUL LINKS protected nature from destructive Déjà Vu Groundhog Day Golf Course
AND

PLEASE SIGN &/or circulate Petition 1:
Save Coul Links protected nature (Loch Fleet Ramsar SSSI & SPA) from golf development vandalism
Best wishes.

Andrew

Twitter: @VisitGroatbury 

________________________________________

